THE IMPERIALIST LIKJN THIEVES

"That examination was only for the native
customs. We appear for the likin dues," the
crafty officers insisted.

To this Wen made no answer but opened up
his belongings. The second examination effected,
he packed up, strapped, and locked his baggage as
before. A while passed; then a third set of of-
ficials appeared on the deck, their swords rat-
tling as they prowled about. They came to Wen.

"Open up!"

"Already I have passed two examinations," de-
clared Wen.

"Oh, that was only for the native customs and
the likin/' contemptuously declared the new set
of officials. "We are the officers who protect the
people against opium smuggling."

For the third time Wen allowed his baggage to
be ransacked. Another period of waiting passed.
After Wen had for the third time put his baggage
in condition for a continuance of the voyage, be-
hold a fourth set of officials appear! Uniformed
and armed.

"Open up!" they commanded.

"And why do you now come?" asked Wen.
"Are not three examinations sufficient?"

"No," declared the chief of the fourth set of
officials. "We are the authorities who protect the
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